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CRAFTSMEN FROM ST. PETERSBURG RE-CREATE THE AMBER ROOM 


Amber: Window to the Past reveals the extraordi- 
nary workmanship of master amber craftsmen 
from St. Petersburg. Headed by Boris Igdalov, 
the team of carvers will continue their work at the 
exhibit every day from March 23 through April 6 
(except April 1). The craftsmen are working on a 
re-creation of the Amber Room, considered by 
many to be the zenith of amber workmanship. 
The room was offered in 1716 as a gift from 
Prussian King Frederick William I to Czar Peter 
the Great. The walls of this chamber — consisting 
of twenty-two panels — were completely covered 
in a mosaic of more than 100,000 meticulously 
carved amber pieces. Among the elaborate carv- 
ings were intricate coats-of-arms, monograms, 
and inlaid decorations depicting landscapes 


and mythological scenes. In 1755, the chamber 
was installed in the Ekatarininsky Palace outside 
St. Petersburg, where it remained for nearly two 
centuries. The panels were dismantled by Nazis 
in 1942, and have never been recovered. 

The centerpiece of the “Amber in Art” portion 
of Amber: Window to the Past is the re-creation of 
a corner of the Amber Room, including replicas of 
two mosaic wainscoting panels and an inlaid cor- 
ner table. There is also a gilded bronze and porce- 
lain clock from the original Amber Room. 


Amber: Window to the Past will be at the Academy 
through April 15 


The Russian amber carvers will be at the exhibit 
March 23 through April © (except April 1) 


WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION 
SERIES 


HORNBILLS: 
THE FEATHERED 
FARMERS OF SULAWESI 


In 1992, Dr. Margaret Kinnaird and 

Dr. Tim O’Brien set out to investigate 
the hornbill population within the 
Tangkoko-Dua Sudara National Park — 
a 22,000-acre sanctuary that harbors 
the largest group of hornbills ever 
recorded, along with macaques and 
other fruit eaters. 

On Tuesday, April 8, Drs. Kinnaird 
and O’Brien will reveal the impact of 
human encroachment on rain forest 
dwellers, including the red-knobbed 
hornbills. They also will show how 
unchecked hunting and exploitation of 
forest products threaten the plants and 
animals of Sulawesi. 

There will be a special cocktail 
reception at 6:30 p.m. giving you the 
chance to meet personally with the 
biologists. This lecture will take place 
in the auditorium and is part of the 
Wildlife Talks Series, co-sponsored by 
the Academy of Sciences and the WCS. 
Tuesday, April 8 — 7:30 p.m. 
(reception 6:30 p.m) 


Lecture only: 
$6 members/$ 10 nonmembers 


Reception and Lecture: 
$36 members/ $45 nonmembers 


For more information 
and tickets, call (415) 
750-7128, or visit the 


WCS websife on 
WWW.WCS.OIg. 


scar Cuming-Timms 
of Pleasant Hill takes , 
his new Jurassic 4x4 
Jeep for a test drive. Oscar 
was the winner in the 
December 14 drawing 
for the Jeep, which was 
donated by FAO Schwarz. 


Dong Lin 


AN INVITATION TO 
PHOTOGRAPHERS: THE 
MANZANITA PROJECT 


The Special Collections at 
the Academy Library has 
recently begun work on 
the Manzanita Project, a 
preservation and imaging 
initiative for California 
plants and animals. As an 


Holocarpha 


initial goal, images of nol 
: macrademia 
rare, threatened and Ticrweed!) 


endangered animals of 

the state will be contained in a 
searchable database for use by the 
general public, environmentalists, 
researchers and educators. To raise 
awareness of the high 
level of biodiversity in 
California and the 
threat it faces, the pro- 
ject aims to improve 
access, user services 
and preservation prac- 
tices for the image 
collections at the 
Academy. The 
Manzanita Project is 
currently seeking images with an edu- 
cational or research focus for inclusion 
in the database. If you are interested in 
donating images, please contact Beth 
Ryan at (415) 750-7301, or Email to 
bryan@calacademy.org. 


Strix nebulosa 
(great grey owl) 


EVOLUTION: SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 


Here’s your chance to learn about how life changes 
over time. We'll study how natural selection works 
by comparing scientific specimens and playing active 
games. Evolution is the most unifying concept of 
modern biology. Don’t miss it! 


Tuesday, April 1 — 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Ages 9 to 16 years; $25 


INSECTS IN AMBER 


When is a bug not a bug? Learn to identify common 
insect orders as we practice with groups of insects and 
learn about their special adaptations. We'll test our 
new skills in the Academy’s Amber: Window to the 
Past exhibit. Can you identify an insect that’s forty 
million years old? 


Thursday, April 3 — 10 a.m to noon 
Ages 6 to 8 years; $20 


SPRINGTIME AT PEPPERWOOD 


Nothing could be finer than a day at Pepperwood in 

the spring. Join us as we explore the fresh signs of the 

season at the Academy’s beautiful 3,000 acre nature 

preserve in Sonoma County. We'll investigate 
everything from animal tracks and bird 
songs to newt behavior and butterflies. 
Enjoy Pepperwood at its best! 


Friday, April 4— 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
_ Ages 10 to 16 years; $30 
Transportation included 


The Junior Academy’s Spring Holiday calendar offers 
exciting science experiences for children ages 6 tol 6. 
For more information about these and other Junior 
Academy programs, please call (415) 750-7100. 


Environmental educator Jack Laws at Pepperwood 
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BETWEEN EARTH AND SKy: THE SACRED ECOLOGY 
OF THE TIBETAN AND COLORADO PLATEAUS 
WITH PETER GOLD 


Though separated geographically, Tibetans and Native Americans 
are similar in that both cultures share a love and respect for their 
homelands. Suspended between earth and sky, the Tibetans and 
Native Americans are greatly inspired by their surroundings 
and regard them as a model for their sacred way of life. 
Peter Gold will discuss the unusual outlook of these 
cultures on the relationship between matter and spirit. 
Gold is the author of several books on nonwestern 
ways of life, including Navajo and Tibetan Sacred 
Wisdom: The Circle of the Spirit. The lecture will be 
followed by a book-signing with the author. 


Thursday, March 27 — 7:30 p.m. (auditorium) 
$6 members/$10 nonmembers 


Discover the natural 
world through Special 
Lectures, which feature 
authors and experts 
speaking on a variety of 
natural history topics. 
Please use newsletter 
order form for tickets, or 
call (415) 750-7128. 


Sally Hershberger 


ACADEMY TRAVEL 


SOUTH-EAST ALASKA: 
LODGE-BASED KAYAKING 


bundant wildlife, remote islands, 

rainforests, white-capped mountains 

and distant glaciers are all a part of 
this trip to one of the most exquisite areas of 
North America. Participants will meet instructor 
Joe Brennan in Gustavus and begin paddling 
in the George Islands and Elfin Cove. By day, 
we will explore the Inian Island Wilderness 
at Paradise Beach, Idaho Inlet and Gull Cove. 
Nights will be spent at welcoming lodges 
serving up gourmet meals, dry beds, and 
hot showers with true Alaskan hospitality. 


July 6- 14 
Cost: $2006 plus air (double occupancy) 


A WILDLIFE TOUR OF INDIA 


India is a paradise full of rare and spectacular 
wildlife. Director of Public Programs Loren 
Behr will host this tour through India’s three 
beautiful national parks and wildlife sanctuar- 
ies. Keoladeo Ghana Bird Sanctuary at.2 
Bharatpur is Asia’s finest refuge for. 
Bandhavgarh and Kanha ee > 


exotic temples. 


November 7- 22 

Cost: $6, 740 (includes air) double occupancy 
Optional 6 day extension to Nepal an addition- 
al $2,480 


Cost is per person, based on double occupancy. For more information on 
this and other Academy stafHed tours, please call (415) 750-7348. 


ACADEMY STORE 
AG 


The Amber Store is featuring 
an array of books from the 
Amber Bookshelf. 

The store also features a 
complete selection of amber 
jewelry, apparel, specimens 
and unique articles for both 
Scorpion in amber Kids and adults. 
courtesy of George The Amber Store explains 
Poinar, Jr and explores the world of 
amber though the eyes of artist and scientist. 
Present your membership card for a 10% dis- 
count on all purchases. 


Now through April 15 


THE STATE OF THE UNIVERSE 


Tim Ferris is author of The Whole Shebang, an expansive, nontechnical 
account of the exciting developments that are putting cosmology in the 
headlines. In his lecture, he will cover the discovery of planets orbiting 
stars other than our sun, new images that reveal how the universe looked 
when it was young, and a theory that may provide the key to the riddle 
of genesis. 

The centerpiece of Ferris’ theory is a visionary account of 
near-future science, in which our universe is seen as one in an 
infinite number of universes, each with differing physical laws 
and differing prospects for the emergence of life. The lecture 
will be illustrated with slides recently taken by the Hubble Space Telescope. 

Ferris is the best-selling author of six previous books, including The Mind’s 
Sky and Galaxies, and is on the faculty of the University of California at 
Berkeley. The lecture will be followed by book-signing at 8:30 p.m. 


Thursday, April 24 — 7:30 p.m. (auditorium) 
$6 members/$10 nonmembers 


: | 4 
Tim Ferris, author of 
The Whole Shebang 


THE THIRD WATTIS 
SYMPOSIUM 


The ORIGIN & 
Diversification of 


LAN 

S Saturday, April 12 is the Third 
G U Annual Wattis Symposium, the 
A GE Origin and Diversification of 


Language. The Academy has 
assembled a range of distinguished scientists 
from various disciplines to present the latest 
evidence on the origin, spread and diversifica- 
tion of language. Please call (415) 750-7163 
for ticket availability. 

Saturday, April 12— 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
(auditorium) 

(5:30 p.m. reception) 

$35 members/$45 nonmembers 


TRADITIONAL ARTS 
hap. 


MUSIC FROM EASTERN EUROPE 


Sviraj, meaning “play” in Serbo-Croatian, is an 
ethnic Balkan musical group whose culture is 
preserved and illustrated in their performances. 
The music has diverse roots, ranging from 
Serbia and Croatia to Macedonia and Dalmatia. 
The traditional music still flourishes among the 
Balkan communities of North America, and 
celebrates the heritage of Eastern Europe. 


Saturday, March 1— 1 p.m. (auditorium) 


SLAVONIAN TRAVELING BAND: OLD 
AND New SONGS FROM THE BALKANS 


Music from Eastern Europe continues with the 
local Slavonian Traveling Band as they perform 
old and new music from and about the Bal-’ 
kans. The band’s program blends traditional 
music with original songs influenced by Ameri- 
can spiritual, blues, and story-telling traditions. 


Saturday, March 8 — 1 p.m. (auditorium) 


CELTIC FOLK LULLABIES 


Margie Butler and Paul Espinoza 
of the Golden Bough ensemble 
sing Irish and Scottish folk lul- 
labies accompanied by the 
Celtic harp, octave-mandolin 
and guitar. Ms. Butler brings 
her love of harp music 
from Ireland, and sings 
a selection of lullabies 
sung to her as a child 
by her father. 


Saturday, March 22 
1 p.m. (auditorium) 


Margie Butler brings 
lullabies from Ireland 


Explore cultural traditions from around the world in these one-hour presen- 
tations held Saturdays in the auditorium. Free after general admission. 
Call (415) 750-7165 for more information 


Carnival of the Animals 


YOUNG AUDIENCES 


i 
CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS 


Young Audiences of the Bay Area presents Jim Gamble 
Puppets performing Carnival of the Animals. A fanciful 
staging of Saint-Saen’s orchestral piece, Carnival of the 
Animals fosters music appreciation as imaginary animals 
are created from familiar objects. This internationally 
recognized puppeteer travels to the Bay Area 
from Los Angeles several times a year, and 
promises an animated afternoon for 
music and animal lovers alike. 


Sunday, March 16 — 1 p.m. (auditorium) 


This performance is one in the monthly series brought by Young 
Audiences to the California Academy of Sciences with a grant from 
San Francisco Grant for the Arts and is presented in the auditorium. 
Call (415) 863-1719 for more information. 


TALES OF A COMET 

Starts Friday, March 14 

With the appearance in our sky of Comet Hale-Bopp, 
the most anticipated comet in a decade, the Morrison 
Planetarium takes a close look at these strange visitors 
from space. This show will also look at Comet Hale- 
Bopp itself, covering visibility and the latest findings. 


1997 Almanac continues through Sunday, March 9. 
Shows daily at 2:00 p.m., with extra showings on week- 
ends, except Monday, March 10 through Thursday, 
March 13, when the planetarium is closed for installa- 
tion of Tales of a Comet. 


Startalk, Other Worlds, and Where in Space is Carmen Sandiego? continue as 
additional features on weekends. Call (415) 750-7141 for show schedules and 
skywatching information. 


MARCH SKY SHOWS 


Please note that the planetarium will be closed March 10- 13 
Jor sky show changes. ($2.50 adults/ $1.25 for youth and 
seniors). Members must redeem their passes for tickets at the 
box office prior to the show. For more information, please call 
(Ia 75027 ia 


ASTRONOMY LECTURE 


* 
TALES FROM THE COMET WATCH 


Comets undergo wonderful and dramat- 
ic changes as they travel from the dis- 
tant reaches of our solar system. Once 
known as fearful omens of impending 
doom and disaster, their presence in 
the sky is now eagerly anticipated by 
amateur astronomers and scientists _/ 4 
alike. New findings allow scientists to Carolyn Collins 
use comets to gain information about Petersen 
wind conditions in the solar system. 

Carolyn Collins Petersen is a comet researcher and 
author of Hubble Vision. As part of the Benjamin Dean 
Lecture Series, Peterson will relate tales of comets from 
their origins through transformation as they enter our 
area of the solar system. The lecture will take place in 
the Morrison Planetarium and will be followed by a 
book-signing with the author. 


Tuesday, March 25 — 7:30 pm (Morrison Planetarium) 
Tickets: $3 each 


The Spring ‘97 B. Dean Lecture Series will continue with Dr. Eleanor Helin on “Near 
Earth Objects,” April 22; and Dr. Torrance V. Johnson on the “Galiean Moons of Jupiter,” 
May 13. For advance tickets, use the order form. Advance purchase of the tickets is 
recommended. Tickets may be available at the door on a standby basis. For more 
information about these lectures, please call (415) 750-7127. 


Courtesy Jim Gamble Puppet Productions, Inc. 
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Rattlesnakes / March 7 
Creation/Evolution / March 14 

Amber Up Close / March 28 

Ecology of the Hawaiian Islands / April 4 
Set of Four Lectures 
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Tales from the Comet Watch / March 25 


Between Earth and Sky 

The Sacred Ecology of the Tibetan 
and Colorado Plateaus / March 27. 
The State of the Universe / April 24 


TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED $__ Ci Check (make payable to CAS) 
(1 Visa 1 MasterCard 1 American Express 
Card Number 

Daytime Phone 


(S10 minimum on credit card orders) 


Exp. Date 


n Academy 
A member said 
recently that, 


“making a life 
income gift is like 
having your cake 
and eating it, too.” 
He meant that one 
can make an impor- 
tant legacy gift for 
the future of the 
Academy and, at the same time, accomplish one’s own 
financial goals. This is the story of how one couple — 
we'll call them May and Peter — did this recently. 

May and Peter are long-time Academy members 
who have volunteered for many years and made lasting 
friendships with some of the scientists through the 
Academy travel program. The Academy has been 
an important part of their lives and the lives 
of their children and grandchildren. To 
commemorate the Academy’s place in 
their hearts, they created a life income 
trust from stock they had owned for over 
twenty years. The trust will pay them pre- 
dictable income for the rest of their lives. Then 
the trust principal will provide essential sup- 
port for the Academy. 


LYMAN H. CASEY, CHAIR F 
JEFFREY Binstock, M.D. RI E N D S 
SHAWN BYERS 
LEW COLEMAN 
BILL CurTIss 
SANDY DONNELL 
BILL KIMBALL 
RICHARD LAZARUS 
Merv Morris 
Tiypa EER support for its programs. 
WALTER OBERMEYER 


RUDOLPH PETERSON 
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- Hornbills: The Feathered Farmers of Sulawesi / Apr. 8 


COMMITTEE 


wenty-one Academy donors have 

joined together in the Friends 

Committee, a very special group of 
advocates who advance the Academy’s vision 
and goals in the community and help obtain 
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Lecture only — 
Reception and Lecture 


Networking With Nations / June 10 
Lecture only 


_X$6 X$10 
pees Ce x $45 


ENG Sc KGlo = 


Reception and Lecture : | X $36 


~ Please call (415) 750-7100 for availablity 
| Evolution: Survival of the Fittest 
Insects in Amber 


Springtime at Pepperwood 


al would like to support the Academy of Sciences with a donation. 


Mail payment and order form to: Membership Office, Ticket Services, 
California Academy of Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, CA 94118-4599 


Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope for each series to which you subscribe. 
No refunds/exchanges. — 


Obviously, this gift will help the Academy very 
much when it is received. But just how did it help May 
and Peter? Their stock was valued at $150,000. Had 
they sold it, they would have owed $45,900 in capital 
gains tax, leaving only $104,100 to reinvest. By placing 
the stock in the trust, they avoid paying capital gains 
tax and the entire value of the stock earns income for 
May and Peter. As May said, “The trust income is more 
than we were receiving on the stock. It is professionally 
administered by an investment firm, so we don’t have 
to worry about managing it ourselves.” 

This year, May and Peter will receive a charitable 
income tax deduction of $58,515, based upon their ages 
and the percentage of income they receive. This tax 
deduction will reduce their income taxes, which also 
increases their income. May and Peter were not 
inspired to make this gift because of tax benefits, but 
the benefits helped them find a way to make a substan- 
tial future gift to the Academy now. 

Life income gifts can be made in amounts 
of $10,000 or more. If you are over 55 years 

of age and would like to know more about 

this, please call the Development Office at 

(415) 750-7216 and ask for information 

about life income gifts, or request informa- 
tion by using the reply coupon on the last 
page of the newsletter. 


HARRIET MEYER QUARRE 
Lois ROTH 

LOLLY SCHIFFMAN, M.D. 
EUGENE SHURTLEFF 
MAryjorIE SMITH, M.D. 
RICHARD THIERIOT 
CLARE SPRINGS 

ALFRED WILSEY, JR. 


MICHAEL WILSEY 


WHOM TO CALL 


and its mission to explore and explain the nat- 
ural world, Committee members donate at lev- 
els of $1,000 and above and help cultivate new 
Friends of the Academy. 

We at the Academy are grateful for the 
work of the Committee and wish to thank 
them for their enthusiastic support. If you are 
interested in joining the Friends Committee or 
becoming a Friend of the Academy, please 
contact Sally Donnell, Senior Development 
Officer for the Annual Fund, at (415) 750-7280. 


Vey Academy Info, 750-7145 * Academy Store, 750-7410 * Aquarium, 750-7247 ¢ Biodiversity Center, 750-7361 « 


Development Office, 750-7216 * Docent Tours, 750-7155 * Education Office, 750-7100 * Group Admissions, 750-7159 ¢ Job Hotline, 750-7333 
Laserium, 750-7138 © Special Lectures, 750-7128 ¢ Library, 750-7102 * Membership Office, 750-7111 ¢ Planetarium, 750-7141 ¢ Planned Giving, 
750-7216 © Receptionist, 221-5100 ¢ Security, 750-7000 © Travel, 750-7348 © Volunteer Services, 750-7154 * Weekend Information, 750-7375 

© 1997 California Academy of Sciences — EDITOR, Samantha Moss / LAYOUT, Johanna Dimayuga / PRINTING, Fruitridge Printing & Lithograph Inc. Printed on recycled paper with soy-based ink. 


DEDICATED TO SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH & EDUCATION, INSPIRING RESPECT FOR THE NATURAL WORLD 


